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Elder Mckay, | was recently visited by my Stake President, who also happens to be
my Father-in-law, and asked if the two of you could come to my home and visit with me about
church history. | was told that | could ask you any question. Until now, | have never attempted
to openly discuss my doubts. For good reason. | have witnessed firsthand, just this week,
that the reaction from believing members can often be emotionally volatile. Especially within
families. | am not now, nor have | ever, tried to convince anyone to leave the church, despite
accusations to the contrary. | have no animosity towards the church, and | celebrate the good
that it does in the world. It has been a blessing in my life. | do however feel that doubt is a
reasonable position. And that those of us that have arrived at this place, did so with integrity.
To help organize my thoughts and facilitate a worthwhile discussion, | have created this
document. This is my defense of doubt. | will admit, its longer than | anticipated. | guess we
will see how far we get. Much of what | will present could be viewed as critical, but | assure
you, it is in no way intended to be disrespectful. Ralph Waldo Emerson gave sound advice for
all of us when he said, “Let me never fall into the vulgar mistake of dreaming that | am
persecuted whenever | am contradicted.”

Jeffrey R. Holland rhetorically challenged members of the church experiencing doubt,
to account for the origin of the Book of Mormon. He said, “If anyone is foolish enough or
misled enough to reject 531 pages of a heretofore unknown text teeming with literary and
Semitic complexity without honestly attempting to account for the origin of those pages....
then such a person, elect or otherwise, has been deceived; and if he or she leaves this
Church, it must be done by crawling over or under or around the Book of Mormon to make
that exit.”

In response to Elder Holland's statement, | will ‘honestly attempt to account for the
origin of those pages’ and use contemporary historical records to do so. First, | would
describe Joseph Smith as a gifted storyteller and a ‘charismatic eclecticist’. That is, Joseph
would take the objects, mysteries, and religious discussions of his day, and repurpose them
within a single religious framework. Second, | will attempt show that the church has
demonstrated a pattern of retroactively changing, and or hiding, the historical records to fit a
new and emerging narrative.

*Records show that Joseph Smith was known to possess a magical world view and
was actively involved in using a seer stone to look for buried treasure. Joseph would place
the seer stone in a hat and the location of the treasure would then be revealed. The practice
itself was illegal. Church historian Steven E. Snow notes that, “By 1825, young Joseph had a
reputation in Manchester and Palmyra for his activities as a treasure seer, or someone who
used a seer stone to locate gold or other valuable objects buried in the earth.” Joseph Smith
conducted at least eighteen treasure digs between 1822-1827, and in 1826 was put on trial
and found guilty of fraud for it. This case was brought by Peter Bridgeman, after watching
Joseph Smith’s methods in being the “seer” of the money digging party. LDS scholar Hugh
Nibley wrote in his book The Myth Makers that "if this court record is authentic, it is the
most damning evidence in existence against Joseph Smith” and that it would be “the
most devastating blow to Smith ever delivered.” Some modern historians have put the total
number of treasure digs that Joseph was involved in at forty-one. In each case treasure was
never found. It is a documented fact that Joseph Smith began his career by breaking the law,
committing fraud, and using a seer stone in a hat, to find treasure that did not exist, and
charged people to do it.

In 1823, an angel supposedly introduced the concept of a written record buried in a
nearby hill. That story fits perfectly within context of Joseph's treasure digging activities and
magical world view. The contemporary historical record points to a natural evolution, from



Joseph's treasure digging, to the story of buried records, and finally culminating with the
emergence of the Book of Mormon. What is conspicuously absent in that evolution is an
appearance from God. | will get to that later.

Joseph would have had nearly seven years to fabricate a story. His own mother Lucy
Mack Smith wrote that Joseph would spend evenings telling stories to his family about the
characters, concepts, and ideas contained in the book, beginning as early as 1823. Even
though he would not claim to gain access to an actual record until 1827. Lucy wrote, “During
our evening conversations, Joseph would occasionally give us some of the most amusing
recitals that could be imagined, he would describe the ancient inhabitants of this continent,
their dress, mode of traveling, and the animals upon which they rode; their cities, their
buildings, with every particular; their mode of warfare; and also, their religious worship. This
he would do with as much ease, seemingly, as if he had spent his whole life with
them.”

*Joseph Smith dictated the Book of Mormon by placing a stone in a hat, and then
reading the words that would appear on the stone. At times the supposed plates were not
even in the room. It is worth noting that this is the same stone that Joseph used for treasure
digging. Much of the original doctrine and covenants was received using this same manner.
Renowned LDS historian, Richard Bushman, said the following: “/ will begin by saying that
we still have pictures on our Ward bulletin boards of Joseph Smith with the Gold Plates in
front of him. That has become an irksome point and | think it is something the church should
pay attention to. Because anyone who studies the history knows that is not what happened.
There is no church historian who says that is what happened and yet it is being
propagated by the church and it feeds into the notion that the church is trying to cover up
embarrassing episodes and is sort of prettifying its own history. So, I think we ought to just
stop that immediately. | am not sure we need a lot of pictures in our chapels of Joseph
looking into his hat, but we certainly should tell our children that is how it worked.... It also
raises the strange question, ‘What in the world are the plates for? Why do we need them on
the table if they are just wrapped up into a cloth while he looks into a seer stone?”

The Book of Mormon was published in 1830. Seven years after Joseph first
introduced the idea. A study of contemporary literature can demonstrate that not a single
concept contained in the Book of Mormon, or for that matter LDS theology, is truly unique.

A majority can be found in the written records available to Joseph at the time he introduced
them. The biblical passages found in the Book of Mormon can be shown to come directly
from the specific King James Bible owned by the Smith family, containing all the known
mistakes and anachronisms inherent in that book.

Richard Bushman had this to say about early 1800s literature found in the Book of
Mormon: “.. there is phrasing everywhere—long phrases that if you google them you will find
them in 19th century writings. The theology of the Book of Mormon is very much 19th century
theology, and it reads like a 19th century understanding of the Hebrew Bible as an Old
Testament. The Book of Mormon has a lot of 19th century Protestant material in it, both
in terms of theology, and of wording. | am looking for an explanation of how and why it
is there.”

Grant Hardy, a foremost LDS Scholar on the Book of Mormon wrote “The Isaiah we
see in the Book of Mormon is not what we would expect to see from someone who came
from Jerusalem in 600BC.” LDS historian Patrick Mason recognizes the overwhelming
evidence of the 19th century influence found in the Book of Mormon and has stated publicly
that he is “perfectly comfortable with Joseph Smith being an active participant in the
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creation and composition of the Book of Mormon”. In summary, evidence of a 19th
century author is littered throughout the text.

* By the mid 1830s, in what can reasonably be seen as an attempt to add credibility
for Joseph, a new origin story began to take shape. It's one thing to successfully find an
ancient, buried treasure with your seer stone, it's an entirely different thing, if God appeared
to you and commanded you to start a church. The First Vision story was not recorded in a
single historical document until twelve years after the event supposedly took place. That
version was recorded in Joseph's private journal and was not shared with anyone. It was
discovered by church leadership sometime in the early 20th century. One of the few people
with access, cut and removed that page from Joseph’s original journal. It was taped back into
the journal sometime around 1960. The individual thought most likely to be responsible for
the removal, is Joseph Fielding Smith. He served as official Church Historian, apostle, and
church president.

Former Assistant Church Historian James B. Allen had this to say about the First
Vision: "There is little if any evidence, however, that by the early 1830’s Joseph Smith was
telling the story in public. At least if he were telling it, no one seemed to consider it
important enough to have recorded it at the time, and no one was criticizing him for it.
Not even in his own history did Joseph Smith mention being criticized in this period for telling
the story of the first vision... The fact that none of the available contemporary writings
about Joseph Smith in the 1830’s, none of the publications of the Church in that
decade, and no contemporary journal or correspondence yet discovered mentions the
story of the first vision is convincing evidence that at best it received only limited circulation
in those early days."

Compare the documented historical facts, with what the church currently teaches,
and from what Joseph himself said, in his own history eighteen years later. “/ soon found,
however, that my telling the story had excited a great deal of prejudice against me
among professors of religion, and was the cause of great persecution, which continued
to increase; and though | was obscure boy, only between fourteen and fifteen years of age,
and my circumstances in life such as to make a boy of no consequence in the world, yet men
of high standing would take notice sufficient to excite the public mind against me, and
create a bitter persecution; and this was common among all the sects—all united to
persecute me”. See Appendix.

The absence of the first vision account in the historical records makes no theological
sense. As Gordon B. Hinckley declared, "Our whole strength rests on the validity of that
[First] vision. It either occurred or it did not occur. If it did not, then this work is a fraud. If it
did, then it is the most important and wonderful work under the heavens.” Why would the
single most important event of the last 2,000 years not receive a single mention during the
first twelve years of its occurrence, and then not be made public for another six?

The 1832 first vision account contained a description of God that is consistent with the
theological view of the Godhead that is found in all early church documents. Namely the
trinitarian/modalist view where God and Jesus are the same person. The 1830 edition of the
Book of Mormon, The 1833 edition of Book of Commandments, the 1835 edition of the
Doctrine and Covenants with the Lectures on Faith, among others, all point to this modalistic
view.

The Lectures on faith, printed in 1835 and used as the textbook for the “school of the
prophets" states, "There are two personages who constitute the great, matchless, governing
and supreme power over all things — by whom all things were created and made... They are
the Father and the Son: The Father being a personage of spirit, glory and power:



possessing all perfection and fullness: The Son, who was in the bosom of the Father, a
personage of tabernacle, made and fashioned like unto man."

The official church publication “The Evening & Morning Star”, stated in July 1832:
“Now what things can there be of greater moment and importance for men to know, or God
to reveal, than the nature of God. The Scriptures discover not only matters of importance, but
of the greatest depth and mysteriousness. There are many wonderful things in the law of
God, things we may admire, but are never able to comprehend. Such are the eternal
purposes and decrees of God, the doctrine of the Trinity, the incarnation of the Son of
God, and the manner of the operation of the Spirit of God upon the souls of men.” The worst-
case scenario is that Joseph himself wrote that. The best-case scenario is that someone in
church leadership in 1832 still believed in, and was bearing testimony of, the doctrine of the
Trinity.

As Joseph's first vision evolved, the concept of the Godhead changed, when the
concept of the Godhead changed, it became inconsistent with the scriptural record, so the
scriptural record was changed. One example is 1st Nephi chapter eleven, changing from
“Behold, the Lamb of God, yea, even the Eternal Father!”, to “Behold, the Lamb of God, yea,
even the son of the Eternal Father!” All this data lends credence to the idea that the First
Vision as we know it, was a fabrication and late addition to LDS theology.

*This pattern continued with the priesthood. Joseph's ecclesiastical authority was
challenged repeatedly by other church leaders beginning in 1831 and culminating in 1838.
The evolution of his own priesthood authority evolves parallel to those challenges. The
concept of priesthood authority and the distinct divisions of Melchizedek and Aaronic
priesthood with their assigned offices, does not appear in any contemporary historical
document or revelation. But they are retroactively written into the scriptural account six years
after they supposedly occurred, and then backdated in those records. The first
documentation of any priesthood ordination was Lyman Wight ordaining Joseph Smith to the
high priesthood in June of 1831, two years too late.

Richard Bushman wrote, “the late appearance of these accounts raises the
possibility of later fabrication”. He goes on to add, "Did Joseph add the stories of angels to
embellish his early history and make himself more of a visionary? If so, he made little of the
occurrence. Cowdery was the first to recount the story of John’s appearance, not Joseph
himself." ... “He revised his own revelations, adding new material and splicing one to
another, altering the wording as he saw fit. He felt authorized to expand the revelations as
his understanding expanded.”

Early Church Historian BH Roberts said: "...there is no definite account of the
[Melchizedek Priesthood restoration] event in the history of the Prophet Joseph, or,
for that matter, in any of our annals...". \While apologists have worked to narrow the
timeline, there is also no recorded date for the restoration of the priesthood or visits from
John the Baptist. David Whitmer, one of the three witnesses said, “I never heard that an
Angel had ordained Joseph and Oliver to the Aaronic Priesthood until the year 1834[,] [183]5.
or [183]6—in Ohio... | do not believe that John the Baptist ever ordained Joseph and Oliver.”

Once again, we see the pattern of retroactively changing the historical record to fit a
new and emerging narrative. But the most frustrating aspect of it, is that the Church acts as if
it never happened. Elder Hugh B Brown said. "None of the early revelations of the Church
have been revised, and the Doctrine and Covenants stands as printed including sections 5
and 7." Elder Boyd K Packer stated, “Of course there have been changes and corrections.
Anyone who has done even limited research knows that. When properly reviewed, such
corrections become a testimony for, not against, the truth of the books.... Now, | add with



emphasis that such changes have been basically minor refinements in grammar, expression,
punctuation, or clarification. Nothing fundamental has been altered.” Compare those
statements with the images in the Appendix.

*In 1835 Joseph Smith found himself in possession of four Egyptian mummies, and
multiple scrolls of papyrus. At the time, no one in the known world had yet to successfully
translate Egyptian Hieroglyphics. Due to Joseph's reputation as a translator, it was assumed
that he could. Joseph began the process of translating the Papyrus, and immediately
declared that they were the writings of the Prophets Abraham, and Joseph of Egypt. As he
himself would write, “with W. W. Phelps and Oliver Cowdery as scribes, | commenced the
translation of some of the characters or hieroglyphics, and much to our joy found that one of
the scrolls contained the writings of Abraham, another the writings of Joseph of Egypt — a
more full account of which will appear in its place, as | proceed to examine or unfold them.
Truly we can say, the Lord is beginning to reveal the abundance of peace and truth’.
Joseph's journal entries show that he was translating the papyrus in the most traditional
sense. The result was the addition of a newly canonized book of LDS scripture, The Book of
Abraham.

The problems began early. In 1856 Egyptologist Gustav Seyffarth looked at the Book
of Abraham and declared the translation was incorrect. As Egyptology has continued to grow
from its infancy in the 1800s, to the respected scientific branch of archaeology that it is today,
Egyptologists can look at the facsimiles and papyrus fragments, and immediately identify
them as common funeral texts with absolutely no connection to Abraham.

The LDS Gospel Topics essay on the Book of Abraham admits: "None of the
characters on the papyrus fragments mentioned Abraham’s name or any of the events
recorded in the book of Abraham. Mormon and non-Mormon Egyptologists agree that the
characters on the fragments do not match the translation given in the book of Abraham....
these fragments date to between the third century B.C.E. and the first century C.E., long after
Abraham lived”.

Some apologists suggest that the original Egyptian source material is missing. Others
say that papyrus was a catalyst for revelation. Both theories are impossible to reconcile once
you see that the verses clearly show that the text of the Book of Abraham is coming directly
from the facsimiles. One example of this is Abraham 1:12-14 and facsimile 3. “And it came to
pass that the priests laid violence upon me, that they might slay me also, as they did those
virgins upon this altar; and that you may have a knowledge of this altar, | will refer you to the
representation at the commencement of this record.”

This fits the pattern of the charismatic eclecticist. Egyptomania was sweeping the
country, a roadshow with Egyptian artifacts came to town, and everyone looked to Joseph for
answers. So, what did he do? He took a common Egyptian funeral text, and said it was an
ancient book of scripture. A book that specifically discussed priesthood authority at the exact
time that Joseph’s own authority was being challenged. No one knew then, what everyone
knows now. That is, “that the characters on the fragments do not match the translation given
in the book of Abraham.”

*One year before Joseph obtained the mummies, he led roughly 200 men known as
“Zions Camp” from Ohio to Missouri. He described the journey in a letter to his wife. “The
whole of our journey, in the midst of so large a company of social honest and sincere men,
wandering over the plains of the Nephites, recounting occasionally the history of the Book
of Mormon, roving over the mounds of that once beloved people of the Lord, picking up
their skulls & their bones, as a proof of its divine authenticity, and gazing upon a
country the fertility, the splendour and the goodness so indescribable, all serves to pass



away time unnoticed” On June 3, 1834, while camped on a bluff above the lllinois river, some
of the men discovered bones in a native American burial mound. John Taylor, future
president of the church, who was one of four eyewitness to the record the event, published
this in the Times and Seasons.

“On the top of the mound were stones which presented the appearance of three
alters having been erected one above the other, according to ancient order; and human
bones were strewn over the surface of the ground. The brethren procured a shovel and hoe,
and removing the earth to the depth of about one foot discovered skeleton of a man, almost
entire, and between his ribs was a Lamanitish arrow which evidently produced his death,
Elder Brigham Young retained the arrow and the brethren carried some pieces of the
skeleton to Clay county. The contemplation of the scenery before us produced peculiar
sensations in our bosoms; and the visions of the past being opened to my understandings by
the spirit of the Almighty I discovered that the person whose skeleton was before us, was a
white Lamanite, a large thick set man, and a man of God. He was a warrior and chieftain
under the great prophet Omandagus, who was known from the hill Cumorah, or Eastern Sea,
to the Rocky Mountains. His name was Zelph. The curse was taken from him, or at least in
part; one of his thigh bones was broken, by a stone flung from a sling while in battle years
before his death. He was Killed in battle, by the arrow found among his ribs, during the last
great struggle of the Lammanites and Nephites.”

Once again Joseph demonstrates himself as a gifted storyteller and charismatic
eclecticist. He is literally picking up the bones from a Hopewell burial mound and repurposing
them into his religious framework. Later carbon dating from archeologists have conclusively
identified that the bones in that mound all date to between 90 and 100 CE. The period of
universal peace mentioned in the Book of Mormon.

*But that would not be the last ancient altar discovered by Joseph. In 1838 Joseph
and a group of men visited his friend and church leader Lyman Wight on his homestead on
the Grand River in Missouri. They explored the area to determine if it could serve as place
that the members of Far West could relocate and settle due to the current conflict. It just so
happened that as they surveyed the area Joseph “placed his back against a small shade
tree,” and then looking toward heaven said, “It does not take me long to get a revelation from
heaven that this was the exact location of “Adam-ondi-Ahman”. This was a familiar phrase
that Joseph had already introduced to the saints as the location that Adam, previous to his
death, called his children together and blessed them. As well as the location that Adam,
Christ, and all major prophets will return prior to the saviors second coming. While exploring,
a stone structure was located on a nearby hill. The people that were with Joseph that time,
recall him identifying it as an altar use by Adam and the Nephites.

Two future prophets would later recall that Joseph also identified the literal Garden of
Eden was also located nearby. Brigham Young stated, “Joseph the Prophet told me that the
garden of Eden was in Jackson County Missouri.” Heber C. Kimball said: “From the Lord,
Joseph learned that Adam had dwelt on the land of America, and that the Garden of Eden
was located where Jackson County now is.” Once again, we see Joseph taking common
things from his environment, identifying them as part of an ancient order, and repurposing
them within his own religious framework.

*The Temperance Movement and the public debate it created discussing abstaining
from alcohol, smoking, tea, coffee, and eating a diet mainly of grains health codes was
common by the late 1820s. Simplicity of Health, published in 1829, elaborates on every item
in the Word of Wisdom. Means of Preserving Health was published in 1806 and contains
nearly every item discussed in the of the Word of Wisdom: avoidance of alcohol, coffee, tea,
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and tobacco and sparing use of meat, as well as eating fruits in season. The Journal of
Health, published in Philadelphia, August 25, 1830, also contains every aspect of the Word of
Wisdom. On February 26" the citizens of Kirtland had observed “The National Day of
Temperance”. On February 27™, the very next day, Joseph Smith received the revelation
known today as the word of wisdom. It reads like it was taken directly out of one of the
previously mentioned health journals.

Again, we see pattern of Joseph taking something common, and repurposing it within
his own religious framework. Many members today would be surprised to learn that the
historical records clearly show that Joseph Smith consumed alcohol up until the day he died.
The following is just one example, from an entry in Joseph’s own journal; “At one, p.m., |
rode out with Dr. Richards and O.P. Rockwell. Called on Davis at the boat. Paid Manhard
$90. Met George J. Adams and paid him $50. Then went to John P. Greene’s and paid him
and another brother $200. Drank a glass of beer at Moessers. Called at William Clayton’s,
while Dr. Richards and O.P. Rockwell called at the Doctor’s new house. Returned home at 4
7 p.m.”. The sentence in bold that mentions beer, was removed when the journal was
published as part of correlated books known as “The History of the Church”. By studying the
actual historical records surrounding The Word of Wisdom, not only do we see Joseph'’s
pattern of charismatic eclecticism, but we also see the church hiding history that does not fit
within its current narrative.

*During this same time, Joseph was involved in behavior that by many standards
would be considered dishonest, and by most, immoral. In 1833, Joseph Smith then twenty-
seven, had a polygamous/extramarital relationship with Fanny Alger, age sixteen, who was
the live-in maid for the Smith family. Oliver Cowdery described it as a “A dirty, nasty, filthy
affair.” Joseph Smith's own son recalls his mother Emma's version of the event, as it was
shared with him “one night she (Emma) missed Joseph and Fanny Alger. She went to the
barn and saw him and Fanny in the barn together alone. She looked through a crack and
saw the transaction. She told me this story too was verily true.” The church claims this was a
marriage, but no marriage records exist, and the only mention of a marriage comes sixty
years after the event.

The church’s own essay contends the following: “Fragmentary evidence suggests that
Joseph Smith acted on the angel’s first command by marrying a plural wife, Fanny Alger, in
Kirtland, Ohio, in the mid-1830s. Several Latter-day Saints who had lived in Kirtland reported
decades later that Joseph Smith had married Alger, who lived and worked in the Smith
household, after he had obtained her consent and that of her parents.” Assuming that's true;
1) It was done without Emma's knowledge. 2) It was against the law. 3) It was forbidden in
the current church teachings, and 4) Joseph had yet to receive any of the sealing keys
associated with marriage.

By 1841 Joseph was engaged in polygamy and polyandry in Nauvoo with dozens of
women. From the church’s essay: “Following his marriage to Louisa Beaman and before he
married other single women, Joseph Smith was sealed to a number of women who were
already married.” Todd Compton puts the number of women at eleven polyandrous wives.

The church often frames polyandry as if Joseph Smith is saving women from bad
marriages. The reality, however, is that many of these women were married to faithful, active
members of the church. In fact, one of them was married to an apostle. This is a direct
violation of D&C 132, which is clear that these men are only to espouse virgins. Some will
argue unsuccessfully that these relationships were not sexual. That concept is in direct
violation of God's only justification for polygamy which is to “raise up a righteous seed” as
stated in the Book of Mormon.



In 1842 Joseph Smith, acting as Prophet, stated publicly, “lInasmuch as this church
of Christ has been reproached with the crime of fornication, and polygamy: we declare
that we believe, that one man should have one wife; and one woman, but one husband,
except in case of death, when either is at liberty to marry again...We have given the above
rule of marriage as the only one practiced in this church” At the time that statement was
published Joseph had 20 wives.

In 1843 Joseph dictated a revelation to William Clayton on polygamy (D&C 132).
Again, by this point was already married to twenty other women, with Emma being
completely unaware of most of them. When the church’s correlated book “Saints” states,
“including a few whom Emma had personally selected,” what they don't tell you, is that Emma
Smith chose only four women for Joseph to marry. Of those four, Joseph had already been
married to two of them: a pair of sisters who were living in the Smith family home. The
language in the revelation towards Emma is harsh, with the threat of destruction if she did not
abide by the revelation. "But if she will not abide this commandment she shall be destroyed,
saith the Lord; for | am the Lord thy God and will destroy her if she abides not in my law."
It's worth noting that the Law of Sarah, mentioned in verse 61, is not only completely
contradicted in verse 65, but that D&C 132 labels the woman who does not consent as the
‘transgressor.’

By the time of Joseph's death, he was sealed to between 30 and 40 women with the
youngest being fourteen years old, and again, eleven women that were already married.
Joseph told some of these young women that an “Angel with a drawn sword” would destroy
him if they did not consent to joining him in polygamy. Of all the times in the history of the
church that God could have intervened in the lives of mankind, by sending an angel with a
sword, remember, this is the one that God chose. All of this was done in secret, while
denying polygamy to the general church membership, without the knowledge of the
husbands, and up to thirty-six wives unknown to his wife Emma. Patrick Mason recently said,
“a lot of that looks a whole lot like sin.... sexual behaviors that I find deeply
disturbing.” Speaking hypothetically about the possibility of having his own teenage
daughter married to Joseph Smith, Mason said, “Had he (Joseph) approached me about that
(polygamy) | hope | would have said no.”

In a declaration on May 26th, 1844, Joseph stated “What a thing it is for a man to be
accused of committing adultery, and having seven wives, when | can only find one.” Two
weeks after that statement was given, the “Nauvoo Expositor” was published. The
information that was contained in that document, though critical of Joseph Smith, contained
no known factual errors. Joseph ordered the destruction and burning of the printing press as
well as all printed papers. It was for this reason that Joseph was arrested and placed in the
Carthage Jail.

It was not until 2012 that the church officially published a somewhat historically
accurate account of Joseph’s polygamy. 180 years after the fact. In 2023 it is not uncommon
to find an active member that still believes that Joseph was never involved in polygamy, with
even more members in denial of his polyamory.

*There is perhaps no better example of Joseph Smiths eclectic repurposing of his
surroundings than the LDS Endowment. Joseph Smith was a member of the Masonic lodge
and was initiated as a ‘Master Mason’ himself in Nauvoo, lllinois. He wrote in his journal on
March 16. “I was with the Masonic Lodge and rose to the sublime degree.” The Church itself
now teaches, "Masonry wasn't new to the thousands of Latter-day Saint converts already
living in and around Nauvoo at the time. Eventually, over 1,600 members of the church were
listed as freemasons in Nauvoo alone, more than in all the rest of lllinois.” Joseph Smith



introduced select members of the church to the newly created endowment ceremony in May
1842, just seven weeks after being initiated as a ‘Master Mason’ himself.

It appears evident that Joseph Smith took the signs, tokens, penalties, symbols,
washing and anointing, new name, and clothing from the Masonic ceremony. From its
introduction in 1842 until today, the church has consistently explained away those
overwhelming similarities to Masonry with the idea that masonry was a corrupt and apostate
endowment. Brigham young explained, "We have the true Masonry. The Masonry of today
is received from the apostasy which took place in the days of Solomon, and David.
They have now and then a thing that is correct, but we have the real thing." That concept is
problematic since historians now universally agree that the Masonic ceremony began about
2,000 years after Solomon's Temple existed, and that temple was focused almost entirely on
animal sacrifice.

*Some Historians have genuinely tried to be more open and honest. Church president
Heber J. Grant required B. H. Roberts to censor some documents when compiling the History
of the Church. Elder Roberts responded. “I desire, however, to take this occasion of
disclaiming any responsibility for the mutilating of that very important part of President
Young’s Manuscript, and also to say, that while you had the physical power of eliminating
that passage from the History, | do not believe you had any moral right to do so.”

Steven Snow, LDS church historian said, “I think in the past there was a tendency
to keep a lot of the records closed or at least not give access to information. But the
world has changed in the last generation with the access to information on the Internet, we
can't continue that with that pattern; | think we need to continue to be more open."”

In 2016 Richard Bushman was recorded saying. “/ think for the Church to remain
strong it has to reconstruct its narrative. The dominant narrative is not true. It can’t be
sustained. The Church has to absorb all this new information, or it will be on very shaky
grounds, and that’s what it’s trying to do. And that’ll be a strain for a lot of people, older
people especially. He later clarified those comments “we must be willing to modify the
account according to newly authenticated facts. If we don’t, we will weaken our position....
The whole church, from top to bottom, has had to adjust to the findings of our historians.

It would appear however, that current church leadership disagrees. In 2017, one year
after Richard Bushman’s statement, M. Russell Ballard and Dallin H. Oaks said the following:
“Some are saying that the Church has been hiding the fact that there’s more than one
version of the First Vision, which is just not true. The facts are, we don’t study. We don’t go
back and search what has been said on the subject...But it’s this idea that the Church is
hiding something, which we would have to say...there has been no attempt on the part, in
any way, of the Church leaders trying to hide anything from anybody.... So, just trust
us wherever you are in the world. And you share this message with anyone else who raises
the question about the Church not being transparent. We’re as transparent as we know
how to be in telling the truth.” Speaking to married couples just two years later, Elder Oaks
had this to add, “matters of church history and doctrinal issues have led some spouses to
inactivity. Some spouses wonder how to best go about researching and responding to such
issues. “l suggest that research is not the answer”.

The implications of those statements are profound. In short, church leaders have
never hidden “in any way....anything.... ever, from anybody”, and if a member has concerns
or doubts about church history, it's because “we don’t study. We don’t go back and search
what has been said on the subject”, but then immediately contradicting themselves with....
“trust us” .... research is not the answer’. \What better evidence can you get from someone
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that their position is weak, or that they are hiding something, than having them ask you not to
research it?

There is a significant difference between the act of disclosure and the act of discovery.
It's the equivalent of an unfaithful spouse admitting to an affair, only after having been caught
in one. In recent years when the church has appeared to be transparent it was reactionary.
The church had been forced to the table. In each instance the problem was discovered by the
public, not disclosed by church leaders. The church itself teaches, “We can also intentionally
deceive others by silence, or by telling only part of the truth. Whenever we lead people in any
way to believe something that is not true, we are not being honest.”

*As the Church Historian, I'm aware that none of this is new to you. If any of the above
information that | have presented is factually incorrect, please let me know and | will correct
it. I have no expectation that this information would change your belief, or testimony, of
Joseph Smith, nor do | have any desire to. As stated before, my desire is that you would
consider that those of us that have come to a different conclusion than you, are not “lazy
learners, lax disciples, foolish or... dishonest”, as implied by those in the highest positions of
church leadership, and then repeated by members throughout the church. | would hope
instead we could be treated with respect, and our position recognized as a valid.

In conclusion, as | previously stated in my introduction, there is a reasonable
explanation that can account for the creation of the Book of Mormon and LDS theology, other
than the current LDS narrative. That is; Joseph engaged in what LDS historian Teryl Givens
calls, “Bricolage”, or the art of repurposing objects into a new interpretation. Givens goes on
to say, “the term | would use is “inspired eclecticist. And that’s a problem for a lot of
Latter-day Saints who have read a very different version of history where Mormonism
erupted in an absolute vacuum.”

| believe Joseph was interacting with the world around him, taking the objects, stories,
religious discussions of his day, and even his own sexual desires, and repurposing them
within a single religious framework. Creating it as he went and changing it whenever he
needed. | have studied the apologetic response to each of the things that | have presented. |
find them unconvincing. Philosopher William James once wrote, “When a thing is new,
people say: ‘It is not true.’ Later, when its truth becomes obvious, they say: ‘It is not
important.’ Finally, when its importance cannot be denied, they say: ‘Anyway, it is not new.”

| am genuinely grateful that you would sacrifice your time to visit with me about church
history. If you made it this far, you are probably regretting that decision, but | hope not. You
once said “I'm called the Church historian, but in truth, the real historians are the people |
work with. | preside over a department that is full of absolutely brilliant people”. | believe that
Elders Jensen, Snow, and yourself are men of integrity. | also believe that the calling of
‘Church Historian’ must be the single most difficult calling in the church. You yourself admit
that you are not a trained historian; you are a trained lawyer. You have spent your career
representing large corporations. Now you have been called to represent a new client, the
LDS Church. Where you oversee the church history department and “the real historians” on
your client’s behalf. | have no problem with that. You have been given the daunting task of
bridging the gap between the two.

As you speak to members, advise local leaders, listen to historians, and sit in
presiding councils, please remember this; In the end | didn't have a “Faith Crisis”, | had a
trust crisis. | have been taught that faith is the belief in things unseen. But, to disbelieve, what
you can in fact see, is not faith, it's fantasy. My experience over the last ten years, with
thousands of hours spent researching and studying, both sides of these issues, has been
physically exhausting and emotionally difficult. Some would say that | never had a testimony
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in the first place. | know that it is impossible to measure a testimony. But here is what | can
quantify. | served an honorable full-time mission. | have read the Book of Mormon countless
times. | attended the temple faithfully. | was an EFY counselor. | was married in the temple,
with Elder Neal A Maxwell officiating. | was a full-time seminary teacher for 14 years. | have
served as a counselor in two bishoprics. | pulled a handcart through Martins Cove. | have sat
in the office of, and discussed church history with, Lachlan Mackay, who is an Apostle for the
Community of Christ, Church Historian, and direct descendent of Joseph Smith. | have
participated in an archeological dig at the original Smith family homestead in Nauvoo. | have
stood on top of Zelphs mound. | have spent weeks on end, year after year in Nauvoo,
studying, listening, and exploring church history. | have stood in Carthage at the place of
Joseph Smiths death in reverence, at least a dozen times. | have anointed the sick, and laid
hands upon my dying father with President Thomas S. Monson. My entire worldview has
been disrupted, and almost every single personal relationship that | have, has been affected.
Please believe me when | tell you that | have only arrived at this conclusion, after a lengthy,
careful, and heartfelt investigation.

Afterword
Of Faith and Fallacies

At this point we are looking at the same data. The only difference is how we interpret
that data. Do we follow the evidence wherever it leads, as Apostle Hugh B Brown wrote?
“The honest investigator must be prepared to follow wherever the search of truth may lead.
Truth is often found in the most unexpected places. He must, with fearless and open mind
insist that facts are far more important than any cherished, mistaken beliefs, no matter how
unpleasant the facts or how delightful the beliefs.” Or do we, “start out with an assumption
that the Book of Abraham and the Book of Mormon, and anything else that we get from the
restored gospel, is true... Therefore, any evidence we find, we will try to fit into that
paradigm." as Kerry Muhlestein of BYU stated?

It is extremely difficult for the human mind to allow itself to process information that
threatens a strongly held belief or paradigm. Information rarely changes a person’s mind,
feelings do. Here are two logical fallacies that the mind commonly employs to protect itself
from Cognitive Dissonance. Which is “the mental discomfort that results from holding two
conflicting beliefs, values, or attitudes.” Kerry Muhlestein’s statement above is a perfect
example of Confirmation Bias, it's “our tendency to cherry-pick information that confirms our
already existing beliefs or ideas.” It can be fatal to the discovery of truth. It allows us as John
F Kennedy said, to “enjoy the comfort of opinion without the discomfort of thought’.

But even more common among church members is what is called the Sunk-Cost
Fallacy. That is “when a person is reluctant to abandon a course of action because they
have invested heavily in it.” Most members have spent their entire lives dedicated to the
church. Their entire identity comes from being LDS. To even consider the possibility that the
church is not true creates too much cognitive dissonance. Their values, their self-worth, their
families, and their entire social network is welded to the church. How many hours, days,
months, years, or money was spent in church service, all at the expense of time with family,
friends, or experiences that you can never get back. If the church isn’t true, then who am 1?
What was it all for? What'’s the purpose of life? Only when a lived experience contradicts a
learned paradigm, will a person even consider a new reality. And when that happens, its
usually an extremely painful process.

Having a spiritual experience is beautiful and can be life changing. Psychologists often
refer to this as Elevation, “an emotion elicited by witnessing actual or imagined virtuous acts
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of remarkable moral goodness. It is experienced as a distinct feeling of warmth and
expansion.” But, if the only argument that you have left in the face of empirical evidence is
that “I have had spiritual experiences that | cannot deny”. Then, you’re using the spirit as a
declaration of immunity from the power of reason. It’s the reason not to give reasons, for
what you believe. It's being used to stop thoughts. Most importantly your own. Spiritual
experiences exist among all people, in all religions on this earth. But they only seem to be
valid, when it’s our spiritual experience, and our religion is the one being discussed.
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Appendix

Number of documented historical accounts confirming the public discussion surrounding the
Gold Plates:

Peter Ingersol
William Stafford

Willard Chase

Parley Chase

Henry Harris

Abigail Harris

Lucy Harris

Roswell Nichols

. Joseph Capron

10. Isaac Hale

11. Nathaniel C. Lewis

12. Hiel and Joseph Joseph Lewis
13. John Clark

14. Martin Harris

15. Isaac Butts

16. Lorenzo Saunders

17. Sarah Anderick

18. Pomeroy Tucker

19. The Palymra Freeman
20. Letter from Amherst
21. The Ohio Star

22. William Smith

23. Lucy Mack Smith

24. Joseph Knight Sr.

25. Joseph Smith Sr.

26. Katherine Smith Salisbury

DN U AW

Number of documented historical accounts confirming the public discussion surrounding the
First Vision:

-Zero
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2 For behold I say unto you, that it mattercth | THE RECORD 0F THE
not what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, when | s7jcx oF EPHRAIM ;
ye pnét]_take of the sacrament, if it so be that ye do AND ALSO WITH ELIAS,
it with an eye single to my glory;

3 Remembermgguntu thjl': %‘al}l’;cr my body which 70 WHOM I HAVE Com
was laid down for you, and my blood wnich was MITTED THE KkeYs oF
shed for the remission of your sins: BRINGING To FASS THE

4 Wherciore a commandment I give unto you, | RESTORATION OF ALL
that you shall not purchase wine, neither strong | THINGS SPoKEN BY THE
drink of your enemies: MOUTH oF ALL TRE HoLy

9 “Yherefore you shall partake of none, except it |PROPHETS SINCE THE
is made new among you, yea, in this my Father’s | wWortD BegAn, con-
cingdom which shall be built up on the earth, CERNING THE LAST

hold this is wisdom in me, wherefore marvel DAYS; AND Alsop TOMN

not, the hour cometh that I will drink of the fruit
beall those | [ E SON OF ZACKARIAS,

of the vihg with you, on the eaith, and witha
whom my Futher hath given me out of the world: WHICH 2ACHARIAS HE

7 Wherefore it up your hearts and 1ejoice, and |(EL/AS) ISITED AND
gird up your ioins¥aud be faithful until f cc&me;[ GAVE PROMISE THAT

TOUCHING ALL THINGS
WHATSOEVER YE Ask
OF ME, -W.A

THE SPIRIT OF ELIAS;
F S WHICH JoHN T HAVE

C¥{a58D Amen. HE SHOULD HAVE A soN,
(W.DD AND YE SHALL BE CAU: AND His NAME SHOULD

VP THAT WHERE I AM YE

BE JoHN, AND HE
SHALL BE ALso. ~W.A.

SHouLD BE FILLED WiTH

ENT UNTD You, MY SERVANTS, JOSEPH SmiTH, JUN., AND OLIVER |
COWDERY, TO ORDAIN YoU UNTQ THE FIRsT mesrm;o WHICH You HAVE
RECEIVED, THAT YoV MIGHT BE CALLED AND ORDRAINED £VEN AS AARON;
AND ALSO ELITAH-UNTO WHomM I HAVE COMMITTED THE KEYS oF THE PoweR
OF TURNING THE HEARTS OF THE FATHERS To THE CHILDREN, AND THE HEARTS
OF THE CHILDREN ToTHE FATHERS, THAT THE WHOLE EARTH MAY NOT BE sMITTEN
WITH A CURSE; AND ALSQ wiTH JOSEPH AND JACOB, AND TSRAC AND ABRAKAM,
JouR FATHERS, BY WHOM THE PRoMISES REMAIN; AND ALSO wiTH MICHREL, OR

ADAM, THE FATHER OF ALL, THE PRINCE OF ALL, THE ANCIENT oF DAYS; AND ALSO
WITH PETER, AND TAMES, AND JOKN, WHOM T HAYE SENT UNTO You, &Y wHomI
HAVE OR DAINED You AND CONFIRMED You To BE APOSTLES, AND £sPeciAL
WITNESSES OF MY NAME, ANO BEAR THE KEYS 0F YOUR MINISTRY AND oF THE
SAME THINGS WHICH I REVEALED UNTO THEM; UNTO WHOM I HAVE CommITTED
THE KEYS OF MY KIN&DOM, AND A DISPENSATION OF THE GOSPEL FOR THE
LAST TINES; AND FOR THE FULNESS OF TIMES, IN THE WHICH T Wil GATHER
TOGETHER IN ONE ALL THINGS, BOTH WHICH ARE IN HERVEN. AND WHICH
ARE ON EARTH; AND ALSO WITH — W.A. !
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B K MMANDMENTS - Chapter 44
OOK OF CO § - Chapter Textual Change

COMPARE DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS - Sec. 42:24-36

HEE
o
o

92

HAS ComMITTED
T.C.

seauitteth aduliery arnd repenteth ng T

cast out;@fDhe that Ccmpdiieth) adultery and¢_
o, with all bis Leart, and forsakethyand doc)
1t no more, thou shalt forgive(fi; but ifhe doet

it again, he shall not be forgiven, but shall be cast
ouk.

L)

m .3-1" "Thou skalt not epeak evil of thy nt-ighbor,
- do him any harm,
25 Thou knowest my lahrs,[@.arc given in riy c?gﬁégﬁiﬂfﬁ J HESE

—w.A. hScriptures, he that sinncth and Tepenteth not, sl

FoR THEIR SUPPORT

AND INAsMucH AS Ye .
UR suB- iy — -
g_::gg S;T)c‘)a ?;E oR, Re) with a covenant and a deed which cgs ﬁ

YE WiLL a}o_g UNTO ME AFTER THEY ARE LAID
OR HAS APPO

of my church, andgwo of the elders BEFORE =WA.

appointand set apart for that purpose. THESE TESTIMONIES
27 _And it shall come 10 pass, thaMhe bistop of CONCERNING THE
my churcliYafter that he has reeeived"the properiies (CM‘:ECRHT!M oF - WA,

INTED-WA.

AGAIN,IF THERE SHALL BE

PRUFERT-E;'E Rcfz E’f ;’;"{,"5 of my ¢ Be taken from the s?nsy- L —
IWompuALs oF T,moRe | Thurch, & STewWard Ol ((uro me WA,

£
BY CONSECRATION=-W.A.
AGREEABLE To MY CommAND -
MENTS ~T.C.
BE AMPLY SVPPLIED AND-W.A
{ WHO HAS NEED -~ w.A,
Zrﬂam TIME To TIME- WA .

+ residue shall be kept in my storehousty 0%
r to_the poor and*icedy, as shall b_el ap THe- w4

THAN 15 NECESSARY FUR
THEIR SUPPORT AFTER
THIS FIRST CONSECRATION,
WHICH IS A RESIDUE To BE
CONSECRATED UNTO THE

po:;ﬂfd Hesg)of the church and l.ht bishcp
AND HIS COUNCIL-W.A. and <0, rpose of purchasing lancsyan®™®/ =o575c pyguc BeENEFIT

g upOf-the New Jerusalem, which is heredlr \or 42 chugen ano
o~be revealed; that my covenant people DAY \BuwpiNe HOUSES OF
be gathered in one, in i) day(thel)I chall come 0 \WoRsKP ~W.A
my temples R _
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BOOK OF COMMANDMENTS - Chapter 44
COMPARE DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS - Sec. 42:62-73

nEs
oo
"

oY)

jou in iy ~mwn due time u'lwn: the New Jewuside:n
vial be bwdt,
TH-T-C.) 4% And behold, it thall come to pass, that mg +o1-
(FOR vants :ball be slrm@lu the easty and 1o the west,
o the noithy aud to the south; nnd eien vow Irt
hun that geeth 1o the casty teach them that shadl he
con rrlui 1o flee to the west; and this in conse-
¢ience of that which is M(m the vaiihy and

1S ¢f eeret combinalions,
(;T‘-?E:Ng :'{:u’b;t:ftrc. ) 49 Hehold, thou shalt observe all these lluu"", and
great shall be thy rewanrd, .
Ye SHhLL ¢ OBSERVE

CHURCH CGVEHHH TS, SUCH

COMING =T.C.

BUT UNTO THE WoRLD
IT IS NoT GIVEN TO
KNOW THEM —TcC..

5 '.llu, l.ms u.huh ye have ree ﬂ\wl and %

hereafter_recvivegashail be sufiicient (G m_
v ESTABLIS

Tiere, and 1 the New Jerusalem, Howg

52 Therelore, he that l.ncknhmg_ﬁ_?jh t hitn

atk of me and l will give hin liberally and upbiand

him nn,

93 l';ifl‘. up

OR IN GTHER WORDS,
THE KEYS OF THE

1 uur llenrls Y

STEWRRDSHIPS-TC.

mmcu famiies 6"9 ALY oT 1

ropeity which is consecrated to the (P i.ﬁ}
Qut'ship, or mhcru ise, a5 may be thought

\ t;‘—iﬁ

ICOUNSELORS -T.C.

(OR_DECIDED-W.A.

FOR THE GOOD OF THE
POOR, AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES, AS BEFORE
MENTIONED; OR THEY
ARE To RECEIVE R

JUST REMUNERATION
FOR ALL THEIR

SERVicgs, —WA.

AND THE BISHOF, ALSO,
SHALL RECEIVE HIS

SUPPORT, OR R JUST
REMUNERATION FOR
ALL HIS SERVICES IN
THE CHURCH. =W.A,




THE EVENING AND THE MORNING STAR - March 1833 WA = Words Added |
COMPARE DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS - Sec, 88:127-141 T.C. = Textual Change
THE EVENING AND THE MORNING S’]‘AR
f«)T. l:"_ __ lml: ;l(‘mlcn(e. ﬂ!u. I!lm'th._ 1533, o "No. 10.

6F THE SCHOOL oF THE
PROPHETS, ESTABLISHED
FOR THEIR -WA.

) exprdient
H‘-dloaho-mmmrymthcdl:

AM this shall be the onler of (e house:
lle that isspnted 1o 1@ teccher shall be famd standing In his

halt be preparcd fir hingin the_honse of Gerl; in a place that Tho cong ot - C.
llll.c!na-c m.y o1 12 words(e and distinetly, not with loud
And whea T comeih juio the uf God, fur be should be first in tho
o
) B.ohold this i heantiful, that he muy be ar exemple, Jet him offor himscl A
AND HE THAT 1S FOUND Myc-r upen his kievs ba fore Ged, in foken¥ol T cverl ting covenant,

UNWORTHY OF THIS | And when any sh.l! ecuc in aficr him, et tho tcacher anso and with uplified
SALUTATION SHALL NOT| Jandr w0 henven: @

WAVE PLACE AMONG- Y:a even dircerly (G salute Eis brother, or bretbren with lh:nwotds,

you; FOR YE SHALL NO Xt thon & brother er brethren, 1 mlute you in the some of the Lord Jesws
SUFFER THAT MINE Christ, in token'ol the evorbefing covennt; u which eovenunt I receive you to
HOUSE sHALL BE C:llowship in a dctenmination tha ix fixed, immovesble and unchangosblo to be

our friend und brotker thiongh tha grace of God, in the bonds of love, 1o walk
potL L&Tﬁb BY HIM. 1n all the ¢commundmenta of Canl binmek: ‘w2, W tlmnkagiving forever and ever,

And h: thot ccmth inyand is a brother ogbrethren, shall salute lh%‘_’_—j_j
“ Wh wplt z feeten, with this scme pra rand%mm or by maying PRESIDENT OR - W.A

AND IS FAITHFUL e
—-WA. nmu.mtohen of the same. THEY- wW.A.
BEFORE ME Bdwld. verily 1 oy unto )‘w, this u@m you fyr a sulutation

IN THE SCHOOL OF T
THE PROPHETS.-W.A,

PRESIDENT-W.A:
THEREFORE, HE SHALD
BE FIRST -W.A.
CAREFULLY-T.C.

OR REMEMBRHNCE

: ' P"‘}" ad tha oall g
émnn- n tfm !mmln nfllr hllll,.ﬂn! it may ‘bucovm & sine-
of the loly 8pint, toymn‘edxﬁﬂtlun/

/

AND YE SHALL NOT RECEIVE ANY AMONG YOU INTO THIS SCHOOL SAVE HE IS CLEAN
FROM THE BLoOD OF THIS GENERATION; AND HE SHALL BE RECE)VED BY THE
ORDINANCE OF THE WRASHING OF FEET, FOR UNTO THIS END WAS THE ORDINANCE OF
THE WASHING OF FEET INSTITUTED. ANO RGAIN, THE ORDINANCE OF WASHING FEET
IS TO BE APMINISTERED BY THE PRESIDENT, OR PRESIDING ELDER OF THE
CHURCH. IT IS TOBE COMMENCED WiTH Pﬁﬂm?, AND AFTER PARTAKING OF
BREAD AND WINE, HE IS TO GIRD HIMSELF ACCORDING T0 THE PATTERN
&GIVEN IN THE TH!RTGENTH CHAPTER OF JoHN's TESTIMONY CONCERNING ME.
W.A.

IN THE SCHooL oF
THE PROPHETS-W.A.

Mq’,nubemu




THE EVENING AND THE MORNING STAR - October 1832 W.A. = Words Added
COMPARE DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS - Sec. 68 1.0, = Poxtoal Chince
THE EVENING AND THE MORNING STAR.
T Vel. 1. ~ mndependence, Mo. October, 1832, No. 5.

ORDINATION-T-C.

THE FIRST PRESIDENCY
OF THE MELCHI2ZEDEK
PRIESTOOD, EXCEPT THEY

A RENELATION, GIVER NOVLMBER, 1833,

TOHNSON-W.A,

BE LITERAL DESCENDANTS|
OF ARRON. AND IF THEY BE
LITERAL DESCENDANTS
OF RARON THEY HAVE A
LEGAL RIGHT To THE
BisHoPRIC, IF THEY ARE
THE FIRSTBORN AMONG
THE SONS OF AARON;

_Y srrvant, Ovson Voran e-lod, by M@@lv prockaim the everhisting
_ Roapul by T cpirit ol the Tiving God, from pec ple 1o peaple, and fiom

H;.d 0 hﬂ,m.lLr eongreations of the wickody in thair syn.gogues, rearoning
with :nd exponnding ail wiptotes imto thern:  And behold ind bo, 41+ is an en-
sampls unis ull those wi” were orduined unto this pricrihond, wivse: 107 x<ion is
appuinted nnto teein to oo farth: And this is the ensomple unto than, Yt they
siv- l epiak 18 thoy sre snoved upon by the Holy Ghost; sid whistsoever tee Jol)
#p 2k, when iered arpon by the Holy Ghast, sh.ll be seriptores; sh-1) 1o U will
of the Lord; aiv it te- tho mind of the Lord; sl be the word of the Lond; shill
ho L voica of the Loed, anl th: power of God unto sideation; B dwh) tic is the

(HYOE -5

E. MLELLIN-w.A.

COVENANTS -T.CD

FOR THE FIRST BORN
HOLDS THE RIGHT OF THE
PRESIDENCY OVER THIS
PRIESTHoOD, AND THE
KEYS OR AUTHORITY OF
THE SAME. NO MAN HAS
ALEGAL RIGHT T0 THis

j*omis: of i Tord anto you, T te iy servanle: wher:kone, by of poodicher, - nd
dw mot Fary for 1 the Baed tun with yous nd will stand Ly you3 s yo 301 lear

o ue 8 Jonus Ciisty that §ioe the Son of th: livig God; that\) w.s;
i shit T ama to comas™ TTm8 18 e word ofthe Lord unto you oy scr-
d abw nnto my sreant, LnkeYand wito my cerv.nt, §ymauMind
Wil 10 ;g anto 8 the faithful chdem of vy elurch: Go yo in-
} tgrepel Woevery enaibune; weting in e uuthorite which
wiguis ¢ paned b the mame of the Father, and of tie Son, nnd of dae

i
dnlo-my servani

TR G

Thew =
_Holy Glwet s ani s thet beliaveth, and is boptizad, shall Le xored, amd he that Iy

lm

m-‘m . TPreanit s, t0 mils on reroplin i THE MELCHIZEDEK PRIESF
_ he 3 i g g 1o e find; when:
(THEY- TC)——ltl b iy i wocthy; a1 e spproimtcd Iyl H000 HAS AUTHORITY T0
/€ PRESIDENCY OF Wl high prwin) As =g 1k, 50 bisip or (pady"Which)ehill be sotap.t Tor 0 Y OFFICIATE IN AL THE
T N-Tc mimet e wind o evuloinn Al for an Y57, auve it he hefuro(a comiu LESSER OFFICES HE MAY
THE CHURCH-T.C. ol Myl pricg:ns) and in e roaich as b js feaind gml‘.ﬁ Ifore@oodbyencinal Bhb- | 0FFICIATE IN THE OFFICE
THIS PRESIDENCY - T.C ). T Traegie iy st B e Aot e 0 W b condanncdhglxg ¥ " | oF BiSHOP WHEN WO
[ ng (1™ tm grch. W E, MR LS ) B lkive cin
COVENANTS M{ ren in Zsongihat .. m 1ot 1 understand 'l!h:l ciemic of n-p_-nk:m: f :fh' LITERAL DESCENDANT OF]
COMMANDMENTS TC.) g Clyiss s Som wfThc bviong Gund; und of bphinetrnd the gift of the Holy s~ | ARRON CAN BE FOUND,
OR IN ANY OF HER i 1-yingof of the h s, wh'n gightT a's old: th: sin he upoo the lz;_‘,{] £ | PROVIDED HE 1S CALLED
STAKES WHICH ARE Pl fur_nluﬂbc' ewGnto th: inlrbitants of | ldrn | AND SET APART AND
QGANIZED - W.A. AT b baptinid eTermission of theis sing when vigl ad reccive ORDAINED UNTo THIS
> e Liyi Ty Lvida: vl Useyfoleg shol)tuel phildic m 10 priy, and to | o)
w Fightly hefore the ind 1l e bt Zocm sinill Jeo olmorve WER, UNDER THE
[F.: & .bbath da . e iujubrtants of Zion, alvo, sh B rcmewe |HANDS OF THE FIRST

AND IF HE REPENT H
SHALL BE-T-C.
OR IN ANY OF HER
STAKES WHICH ARE
ORGANIZED-W.A,
HERDS-T.C .

COWDERY-W.A.

tieveth et bo b sl with cigi (1| | OFFICE, TO HOLD THE KEYS
& shoM Lo griven to kuow Une sigas of | OF THIS PRIESTHO0D, Ex-
of an; snd of 8oy s e, | CEPT HE BE A LITERAL
DESCENDANT AND THE
FIRST BORN oF AARON,
BUT, A5 A HIGH PRIEST oF

liuwveth not W J1 e oy and he U

: cecn as it s wiiton: Al ity
- Lures b e eggning of tho
el T yowOill b given Poyger to sl tuam up unlo cir

Faler st
: Amnom.

-

T U ' the fems o

: -;w;h.-r.ml}q. in the duo e

wrel commandin nte,
the Losd,other bisiio:w I

PRESIDENCY OF THE MEL-
CHIZEDEK PRIESTO0D.
AND A LITERAL DESCEND-
ANT OF AARON, ALS0,MUST|
BE DESIGNATED BY THIS
PRESIDENCY, AND FOUND
WORTHY, AND ANOINTED,
AND ORDAINED UNDER
THE HANDS OF THIS PRESH
IDENCY, OTHERWISE
THEY ARE NOT LEGALLY
AVTHORIZED To OFFlcl-
ATE IN THEIR PRIESTHOOD.

UT, BY VIRTVE OF THE DECREE CONCERNING THEIR
RIGHT OF THE PRIESTHOOD DESCENDING FROM FATHER
T0 SON, THEY MAY CLAIM THEIR ANOCINTING- IF AT ANY
TIME THEY CAN PROVE THEIR LINERGE, OR DO As-
CERTRIN IT BY REVELRATION FRoOm THE LORD UNDER
THE HANDS OF THE ABOVE NAMED PRESIDENCY. -7c. |

fointed o lubor, ia B fithfulam, f 1
A4 Fomen - % ‘U-:hlanl i&‘hlthlmdummt_
it ats of Zivn, fx thom e idl:ms umeng thom; and
tichos s B ey ﬂ?';wm
0 v ihetiy eyesane Ao nes % ouglt uot
® ! mmmw.-!m-nw them: whadom bt mmr:
Ty Shose 8 yings nonto the kind of Ziow. Amd a o hnon! oV,
¢hat he thay elasarvoth uut bie pes cforg U Lonl i the souwson tearoud) et fim,

he had in rememberanee before the judae of my people.  These sayings are troe
and fithfil . whcrefisrm tmnsaress them not, ﬁu take therefrom, pﬂ?hu Tam

Alpha and Omega, ard 1 come quickly: Amea,




BEABONS,

TIMES AND SEASONS - May 1840 - Vol, 1 - pp.99-100
COMPARE DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS - Sec,121:1-4

TIMES AND

W.A. =
W.D. =
T.C. =

NIEASONS,

“TALTH WILL PREVAILS

¥ow L Ko, 7] RAUVOO, ILLIXOIS, MAY, leb (Whele Be 7.

Corr or A LETTER, WarTTEN 3vJ.
Sa1TA IR, AND OTUERS, WHILE 1Y FRISON.
: crty Jail Clay Cox M.

Liberiy Ja ay Co.
o r_hg %ﬁ t Jagtp ) mith
risaficr fud 4ts' Badc, B ;1‘,
.m,is,; s Bdd e -
'.ﬁ l:y g gt eXic TIID "
gl -"4;.- cxesliéncy Gopé oh l-
bty Ly s s ' C 0 vy dy Y y
@ﬁ Tieafiers hed .d’ . , .
dwin, Dysfan wht, H (3

“G Godt’ wh
¢ pavilie

pa
them! © Lord-God Almizhty,
of licaven, eartli, n

Bl -")'

«.‘ pratjice < b

n that covereth thy hiding
long shall jhy lasd

maker
d sons, and of all

rous g #.
HIOCK J,

o art thou! nnd. where
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wD.

THESE WRONES
AND UNLAWFULL
OPPRESSIONS-W.A.

TOWARD-TC.




TIMES AND SEASONS - Vol. 1 - pp.100-101
COMPARE DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS - Sec.121:4-6

SDBEASONS.

BT TG B Gomion70)
ole. Stretch forth Lhy hand, Tet thioe

eye pierce, lct thy parilion be taken

¥
@ up, lot thy hiding pluce no longer bo
(ungevcred)) let thine ear bo inclined, Jot
@ thine lieart ba softened, and thy bowe

oved_with -compassion

(Towards 3G
Rpioesd ger be kindlss

lot thine nnger be findlpg

afanst obr enomies, and !':in ya [OF THINE HEART WITH
;;gi-lﬂ:l sword O Thifle Migatiin,) ¥ =w.aA.

(»€d ) avenge us of our wrongs.” Re-

member thf suffering ninuf’o our m

God! and thy servants will rejoico in

thy nome forever.

i] . l a B Ad e
'yﬁ ] ..‘.“"' ainly pdid
2 l:tnnec

ks
oop
nnn
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Words Deleted
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TIMES AND




TIMES AND SEASONS = Vol, 1 - p.103
COMPARE DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS - Sec, 121:26-33

_YIMES AND

Words Added
Words Deleted
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HEs
nop
o

uib
BY THE UNSPERKABLE GIFT I."'I (:u i l." -l rl-: .' m

AF -TcC ‘knowlc y~ his holy Spirit, yeaf]

shdll pedr oy the Holy Ghostfd Egeh
(W0~ Sopibuy epionad he RFoT beemEeE=—( HAT HAS T.C)
WORLD WRS-T- ountil now; Bincs ‘lmm

m "ol tag! prosyuse)shich our |Mm
-wn] lan - (FORFATHERS-TC
on, Gehich bwas) € N
e ast(gagsgalheld in rosorva -
e e Wl nothing STTH-be-wd FOR THE FULNESS OF THEIR GLORY;W.A)
TO COME IWTHE wHicH —=T.C. &7 NI W’m‘ﬁmi gyon) | WHICH TRETR MiNDs wWeRE POINTED
S (WHETHER THERE Be oNé GoD OR HE B ety [shiall be manilestfigh 12 BY Tde ANGELS As —w. A,

—\ MANY Gops, THEY —TC. (thestywhohave endured valiantly for

ALl THRONES AND DOMINION PRINCIPALI- d gospel of Jesus Christ, there be

TIES AND POWERS, SHALL BE REVEALED bou pus slso le mcnu the sens¥ilie

AND SET_FORTH UPON —W.A. ir§ land shalti€ imaifost, = e
> SEE tun,

it B '.-' ¥ . A d -l MQ[L
ol s Fadous hed b Whigh

shn. | be revealed in
DAYS OF THE-W.R. tho g “'dispensation of thu fulness of

times’" aceerding Lo that which was or-
m dained in_tho midst of the council of

OR TO-WA.

(icafenidild proscnceefithe clornal
T (oF ALL OTHER GODS) _Godgbeloro this wor
.8, . ;- nse,l"‘ﬁlgﬂ ) supesstifion
sl A

()

‘-1-.' -:-l—ll
GRS

man streich forth his popy arm tostop

i:so-uri' river in

(w03

OR TO THE SUN, MOON, OR STARS-ALL
THE TIMES oF THEIR REVOLUTIONS,ALL
THE APPOINTED DRYs, MONTHS, AND
YEARS, AND ALL THE DAYS OF THEIR
DAYS, MONTHS, AND YEARS, AND ALL
THEIR GLORIES, LAWS, AND SET
TIMES, — WA

THAT SHOULD BE RESERVED uWTE
THE FINISHING AND THE END
THERE OF, WHEN EVERY MAN SHALL
ENTER INTO HIS ETERNAL PRESENCE
AND INTO HIS :mMoRTAL REST. How
LONG CAN ROLLING WATERS REMAIN
IMPURE 7 ~ wA.

g COLTEN
~—(DECREED - W.A,



TIMES AND SEASONS - Vol. 1 = pp.103, 104, 131

COMPARE DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS = See, 121:33

W.A. = Words Added
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OR TO TURNIT) BEABONS, tod

'a (o hinder the Almighty from pouring
W. A, swn knowlodge from heaven npon the
ZAEADS -T-C y—~{idiglof the Lattor duy minte:SWhete

4 Govstnor with-his murséroys b

- 3 ,l“&

104 TIME AN

TIMES AND REASONS.

“TEUTH WilL PREVAIL™

= — e i
] NALYOD, 1LLIN0S, t. a3, [Whals Ne. 3

AN ExTRAST OF A LETTER WRITTEN TO
Bisyor PARTRIDGE, AND THE SAIKTS
IN GENERAL: nv J. Swits, dn. axb
DTHEDNS WHILE IN PRISON.

Liberty Jail, Clay co. Mo.
[Continued to tha Church of Latter
Day Saints,
Gntinuo tg-ele




TIMES AND SEASONS - July 1840 - Vol, 1 - pp,131-132 W.A. = Words Added
COMPARE DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS - Sec, 121:34-46; 122:1-4 W.D. = Words Deleted
T.C. = Textual Change
I .. TIMES ANE

-'p'r'mei les '6f rightedusncss, that they

y munnﬁn:d ur-u; us, it is true,
-_T' we undertake 1o cover our -qu«.w,.q,
| _ %o gralify our_pride,¥vain ambl- N TROL OR-HA

ominion or com-

pulsionlowgrithe souls of the children of
men, in |n d.“m of unri Iucousners; AND WHEN [T 15
behold the héavens withdraw themn- \WITHDRAWN,
D m.thiSpi:]ilt.nh%:Iartl ia grieved, w.A.
men lo the ‘pritsthood, orfjd) the
Kuthority of that man; bohold u
aware, he is lefylo kick against the
% frick) O parsecuto the saints, andto b W
ogainst God. We have learncd 1))'

ead experjence, thal it is the nature and
disposition of nlmost all men, os soon
as they got n little nuthority, as they |

a8, (Mhbegin 1o exercise unrigh-
nioo, hepce many are called
but few are chosen. No power or jn-
fluence can, or nught to bo maintained
by virtue of the pricsthood, ohly by
persyasion, by long suffering, by gen.
mockness and by love un-
iawithout hypocracy, and with-

THEY wiLL
IMMEDIATELY
W.A.

BY KINDNESS, AND PURE
KNOWLEDGE, WHICH SHALL
GREATLY ENLARGE THE
soul  — W.A.

o el slsgnee Germez W)
THEN SHOWING FORTH n on_b I e ost,
T ps— T-C. Bierwpslls shysing [ n in-
AFTERWAR crease of lovo{ldndrdsihim mm thou

@ hast reproved, lest T estcem thee 1o be
I3 enemy,fehthat ho ity kogw, that
thy fuithfulnees is stronger thitn the

tords of death. Lot (k6 sG] be

m of charily towards all'men, i
ffuatdlthy thoughts unccasingly;
2hail thy confidenco wax strong jn_the

presenco of God, nnd the(dokedfies) of
the priesthood shall destil” upon th
oul, as the dows froin heavon; /9

" ..

md. 4 hip
Tﬂ CUTHEITNCES,
-i'-. ﬁ| ST P ';

D THE HOUSEHOLD
OF FAITH, AND LET
A.

Yy I
-I = comyp o -
jon shall’ %! an everlasting dominion)
the carth shail enquire of-

tor thy pame;

. Thero are muny crilcd but [ow 'M
;:u oseny and why aro they not cho._[S0 MUCH-W.A)

n! Bccouse thejr hearis aro get
pan_the things offthd) world tm
I'b"_:@‘o to the liondys of menighe im
(THIS-T.C )

BARS AND i
-T.C. ®; 8NE 10L6 | prisan:
WALSTC. ) be had in bonor, 4585
moment, and thy voice shall be-more

terrible in the' midst of Ny Tenermien,
'sban the fioree lion, becauas of thy
fighu-uumen; and thy Ged shall stand

i Tearn eszon\ thot the rights,
of tha\priest wre inseparably cone
nected \with the paWars of heavon; and JAIS ONE-FC.

that the\ powers of heaven cannot . b
od, anly upon | ASPIRE-T.c.
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CIIAPTER IV,

RF!‘E latinn given to Joseph fand Nartin, I,
tongy Lennsyleardoy Mapehy 1o 20, wher,
eMarit; leviced of tie La. rHu now whetiicr

HE WHO SPAKE
UNTO YoU, SAD
UNTO You' :—WA4.

At m} servant Josepht gnt i i! ,,, y
'I i) testisied, and horne rocord thatb

oy’ bl:-'imlrl, this slnll you say unts hin
Lord am :d ) have

Moy .um,-, Iuvm'lvsall hove romswl tha

) 1‘.-’.]1111 enterinto a covenant with me, that Gd)
g T vXeCp
them

IDWCT OVU'r

AND THIS IS THE
FIRST GIFT THAT I

BESTOWED UPON P will not
A ,'ou_ A - T :
-1~ Tl unto my wor Is, for, ..uol:,, il they will not

NTIL MY PURPOSEX heliave my wi op! sythey would not brlica y st
/S FULFILLED IN THS/ st Josephy if it were possivle that(huf Eodld)s
A A. HESE-WA. t._l ‘m allYthings,, &F unlulwun.,,

no other gift
that wo shall cone

FORTH AND DELIVER
MY WORDS UNTO THE
CHILDREN OF MEN-WAR.

an ﬂ.r i3 Lunllutl ;1:_-,.1

THROUGH You AND IN
ADDITION To YouRr
TESTIMONY - W. A,
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HEE
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START- SEC. 123

AND AGAIN-wA

FACTS, AND ~W.A,

m he propriely offine rnints
X n kpowledpa of all tho )
d{abuse Jput upon th W.
e _people ol this state, pnd=TTeo (BOTH OF CHARACTER AMD PERSONAL
2 (foéa>oPp rllly. andfflilamonnt of d\ INTURES, AS WELL As REAL PROPERTY]
damages which they have sustaingy W.A.

—T.C. od alsg h f all persons fasy
HAD A HAND-T.C :ml e_names of all persons fukor-{

(ipiena’perin theirgesdseniions;y{ JPPRESSIONS - T.c..
.0, FETIIPEGE Wodldske Well Tug)n Co —
AS FAR AS THEY CAN GET HOLD OF THEM)-A, 6o M*FPPDJL o :D:m mm OUT TRESE THINGS AND To TAKE
AND FIND THEM OUT. ANO —W.A. sents and ofidavits Bl preufe mat ) (W.o.) :
CAN'TC) fathjecDnnd also to guther up the TV (AND ALL THAT ARE IN THE MAGAZINES
D, 0 blications m AND N TNE EFEYCMPEMJS, AND ALL THE
fr_ﬂﬂ'f ARE AFLOAT-T.C. pejd land present the wholo concatcn- | /18E10US HISTORIES TWAT ARE PUB-
dtion ol GIBoNEal Fascality, and Dol | /is4ep AND ARE WRITING, AND BY

VE BEEN PRACTISED VPON THIS
I»’égf}“ﬁ ruf’t WE MAY NoT onLy PUBLISH
To ALL THE WORLD, BUT PRESENT THEM TO
THE HEADS OF GOVERNMENT M ALL THEIR
DARK AND HELLISH HUE, AS THE LAST

EFFORT wWHicH IS —T-C,

(E.-hmpfnnms DUTY THAT-TC.

GOD, To ANGELS, WiTH WHOM WE SHALL
BE BROUGHT To6 STAND, AND ALSO T2

and murdergus impositionsibéjafe

~s{_poyérningnt, oal 84 H

¥ %%. hﬁ_._'_"s_;r
diftyf enjoined (bpon oY by DUT TERVENTY

(d wieh PwAhDE Tugriedqo}-(W-0.)
before we can (ok Dt 3q cipRp owlel)/FULLY AND COMPLETELY CLAIM THAT
his hiding place; and nlso thut tho PROMISE WHICH SHALL CALL Him FORTH
tian ma left without excuse. L‘ om— T.C.

T Tty wo owo to[SigF cOmry, Wi m
T (et o, masdes CAN SEND FORTH THE

l%}g&i‘ POWER OF His MIGHTY ARM. —W.A.
“ A 1]

WHOM, —W.A.

n ouT  Wives
children, who have bean made to
%ﬁvn with gricf, sorraw, nnd
under the most damning hand nm
Giorder tyrany, and ; AND UPHELD -W.R,

n

ted and u on¥by the inflyence HATH=T.C.
that spirit, which (Badio strongly rovit. (FATHERS-T:C)
od the creeds of the(EEt¥erywho huve _{W.D)
inherited lies upon the hen
children, and filled the

% been murdered under its dron
hand, which dark and blackning dec

are omh tom 5t

THEY ARE THE VERY HANDCUFFS, AND
NOT ONLY To QUR OwWN WIVES ANO CHRAINS, AND SHACKLES, AND FETTERS
CHILOREN, BUT —WA. OF HELL. THEREFORE —-W.A.

{To-WA.
(THE VERY DEVIL-TC :

ake hall itse

asi let no
‘count them as Amall-things, for
AND ALSQ IT IS AN IMPERATIVE DUTY THAT WE OWE To ALL THE RISING GENERATION, AND To ALL THE PURE IN
HEART— FOR THERE ARE MANY YET 0N THE ERRTH AMONG ALL SECTS, PARTIES, AND DENOMINATIONS, WHO ARE
BLINDED BY THE SUBTLE CRAFTINESS OF MEN, WHKEREBY THEY LIE IN WAIT To DECEIVE, ANO WHO ARE ONLY
KEFT FROM THE TRUTH BECAUSE THEY KNOW NOT WHERE To FIND IT— THEREFORE, THAT WE SHOULD WASTE
AND WEAR OUT OUR LIVES IN BRINGING T0 LIGHT ALL THE HIDDEN THINGS OF DARKNESS, WHEREIN WE KNow
THEM; AND THEY ARE TRULY MANIFEST FROM HEAVEN — W.A.
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DEPENDS UPON

THESE THINGS
T.C.

much, by ui?;all I’i'lulrll in 1 :'I;‘ -
of a storm, by bein ept work wayy m
with the wind and the ‘waves; tharefope

m dearly boloved 1I| en, let yn ghepr

L Tully do all ThiEs Thatt) in our powor, {W.0%)
(w and Thenlire mdy) stand still -,‘-_f_‘ WITH THE UTMOST

ASSURANCE, To-W.A,

thg salyntion of God
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AND FOR His ARM To
BE REVEALED—W.A.




