
Sources For Fanny Alger Scrape Episode 

​
​
https://zenodo.org/records/17517402/files/Golding%20-%20Firm%20Believer%20(MHA%20
2024).pdf?download=1  
 
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/letter-from-oliver-cowdery-21-january-
1838/1#historical-intro  
 
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/letter-from-thomas-b-marsh-15-februa
ry-1838/2  
 
Oliver Cowdery Letter — January 21, 1838 (to brother Warren) Calls Joseph’s relationship 
with Fanny Alger a “dirty, nasty, filthy scrape.” 404 error but was originally on the JSPP 
website 
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/letter-to-warren-a-cowdery-21-january-
1838/1​
 
Thomas B. Marsh Letter — February 15, 1838 Apostle confirms the Fanny Alger affair and 
Emma Smith discovering it. 
https://contentdm.lib.byu.edu/digital/collection/NCMP1820-1846/id/9823 ​
 
Ebenezer Robinson Minutes — April 12, 1838 (Far West) Documents leadership fallout 
immediately following the Alger scandal. 
https://catalog.churchofjesuschrist.org/record/4e3e6e98-2f7e-4e63-9c44-44e33f178e0f ​
 
William E. McLellin Letter — 1872 Reports Emma Smith personally describing Joseph’s 
relationship with Fanny Alger. 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/43200228  
 
Oliver Cowdery Portion of Letter Filthy Nasty Dirty Scrape 
https://josephsmithspolygamy.org/oliver-cowdery-letter-to-warren-a-cowdery-olivers-brother
-january-21-1838/  
 
Used to be housed at Joseph Smith Papers project but was removed 
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/letter-to-warren-a-cowdery-21-january-
1838/1    
 
Paul Custer’s Black Horse Tavern 
https://newspapers.library.in.gov/?a=d&d=RPD19061202.1.6&e=-------en-20--1--txt-txIN-------  
 
Eliza J. Webb Letter — May 4, 1876 
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States Fanny Alger was involved with Joseph Smith prior to Nauvoo polygamy. 
https://bhroberts.org/records/psWfCb-1FZtab/eliza_j_webb_refers_to_josephs_and_fanny_
algers_relationship_as_similar_to_a_sealing ​
 
Ann Eliza Young — Wife No. 19 (1875) 
Preserves early polygamy tradition identifying Fanny Alger as Joseph’s first plural 
relationship. 
https://www.ebershoff.com/old/pdfs/Wife_No_19_Ann_Eliza_Young.pdf  (page 66 in 
original book)​
 
Historicus — Sketches from the History of Polygamy (1881) 
Early historical compilation naming Fanny Alger as Joseph Smith’s first plural partner. 
https://archive.org/details/SketchesFromHistoryOfPolygamy ​
 
Andrew Jenson — Historical Record (1887) 
Official LDS historian acknowledges early plural marriages, including Fanny Alger. 
https://archive.org/details/historicalrecord06jens/page/232/mode/2up?q=fanny ​
 
Andrew Jenson Card Index — Church History Library 
Internal church research listing Fanny Alger among early plural wives. 
https://bhroberts.org/records/psWfCb-cSugpc/eliza_r_snow_lists_fanny_alger_and_others_
as_one_of_joseph_smiths_plural_wives  
 
St. Louis Globe-Democrat — August 18, 1887 
Publishes first-generation testimony aligning with the Fanny Alger account. 
https://bhroberts.org/records/psWfCb-niliEb/newspaper_interviews_eliza_r_snow_about_pl
ural_marriage_she_mentions_the_angel_with_a_sword_commanding_joseph_to_practice_po
lygamy  
 
David Patten’s Testimony on the Alger Affair 
https://archive.org/details/farwestrecordmin0000unse/page/166/mode/2up  
 
Historical Accounts Referring to the Relationship of Joseph Smith and Fanny Alger 
https://josephsmithspolygamy.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Fanny-Alger-Appendix-D.p
df  
 
Benjamin F. Johnson, My Life’s Review 
https://archive.org/details/BenjaminFJohnsonMyLifesReview/page/118/mode/2up?q=fanni
e  
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Solomon Custer Fanny Alger Birth Certificate - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-897W-R4HC?i=327&cc=1410397&lang=
en  
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